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HOW TO ANSWER CELPIP SPEAKING TASKS 

 

 

Task 1: Giving advice 
You have 90 seconds to answer CELPIP speaking task 1, which is longer than other tasks. You should 

try to provide clear, convincing reasons to strengthen your piece of advice. While telling someone 

what to do or guiding him or her to make a choice, there is no correct or incorrect answer. They are 

only assessing your ability to advise people in frequent situations and how well you articulate and 

support your advice. 

While preparing your answer, try to write down useful notes that can help you remember what to 

say. You should also consider concluding your advice with congratulating or encouraging 

statements, such as, “Good luck!” or “All the best!” or “Congratulations again!” Think of at least 

two reasons to support each of your suggestions. 

While speaking, speak like you are talking directly to a person. For example,  

Sarah, you should consider going abroad to continue your studies so that you get your degree 

first. 

Offer advice don’t make orders.  Just help the other person by providing suggestions.  

Use “connecting words” to show that your ideas are linked and well organized. “One thing you 

can do is…” “You can also ….” “You should also think about” such phrases can be very decisive in 

your score. 

Task 2: Talking about a personal experience 
You are being assessed in this task on your ability to tell past stories. In this case, you should use the 

past tense. The story itself is not important, so don’t waste time choosing which event, party, or 

trip you are going to talk about. In fact, I recommend telling a true story because it is easier and 

can save you more time. Do not try to impress them with your story. You should tell a series of 

events in a chronological way in a manner that is easy to follow and understand. 

Quickly think of what to talk about, events or people you’re going to describe in your story. While 

speaking use a clear descriptive phrases and connectors in order to make your story sound well 

structured and organized. You can use linking words like “Then, after, a moment later, 

immediately after, finally…” 
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Task 3: Describing a scene 
Being able to describe a scene to someone who can’t see in a way he or she could visualize it in his 

or her mind is what you are being assessed for in this task. Remember to cover who, what, when, 

where, and why in your description. Please don’t try to cover all the details or people in the 

picture as you may not have enough time to do it. 

You need to efficiently use prepositions of place, such as “under, next to, between, behind, 

into…” and descriptive adjectives, such as “tall, short, blond, dark, big…” You should also make 

use of verbs of action correctly. 

While preparing, pick up the things you feel more comfortable describing in detail according to your 

linguistic abilities. Furthermore, try to find the correct prepositions to describe the locations of 

some objects or people. 

While speaking, start with the setting of the scene. You can start with “This is a scene of …” or “the 

picture depicts a …” or “In this scene, I can see a …”After when you start introducing an element 

of the picture, say where it is in the scene or in relation to something else. For example, “Behind 

the blue car, there is a man holding a baby…” or “next to that woman, I can see a phone booth” 

Try to include specific details like, peoples expressions on their faces, the color or the size of 

something, what the man or woman doing, and things of this sort. At the concluding sentence, 

you can either say “there are many things happening in this scene” or a sentence like that if you 

haven’t described all the details or you can talk about the weather for example or the general 

mood of the scene. 

Task 4: Making predictions 
You need to use your wild imagination in this task and try to describe what might happen in the 

following minutes in that same scene of task 3. You can give an imaginative predictable or even 

unanticipated prediction, but you must not provide something that doesn’t fit the circumstances 

given in the picture. 

Needless to say you need to use the future tense or some modals expressing predictions. You can 

use for example “the man might…” or “the cat would probably…” or “the blonde woman may …” 

Try to give reasons for your predictions in order to keep the flow of the story. You can say for 

example “the little girl may possibly catch her cat as the boy wearing the red shirt might help her 

catch it. Her mother would probably be very happy for her daughter.” 

As you did before in task 3, try to choose the things you feel comfortable talking about. It is 

recommended to make predictions to the same elements you described in the previous task since 

you are more familiar with them. Moreover, try to use accurate descriptive adjectives and 

vocabulary items and relate each element to another so that you sound more constructive and 

organized. 
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Task 5: Comparing and Persuading 
While choosing one of the two pictures at the beginning, you have 60 seconds to look at the 

specifications of each product. Compare the two of them and pick the one you feel you can 

comfortably talk about. There is no right or wrong choice. Just pick one already. When the new 

picture pops up next to your choice, you have 60 second to prepare. You have to persuade 

someone that your first choice is definitely better. 

While preparing, choose three things you are going to use to support your choice. Use the most 

obvious things like the price, size, and functions to defend your choice. However, be careful not to 

simply read the information given to you. Use it in a more elaborate way. 

In order to do that, you can say things like “The first hotel room is cheaper than the second one” 

instead of just reading the prices given. Try to make use of these selected comparative adjectives: 

– easier/harder 

– better/worse 

– lighter/darker 

– older/newer 

– cleaner/dirtier 

– faster/slower 

– longer/shorter/taller 

– More/less advanced 

– lighter/heavier 

– wider/narrower 

- further/closer 

When you express or paraphrase the prompts given with your own words, you show that you have 

developed a certain fluency expressing meaning. Remember also to keep a convincing tone, yet 

polite at the same time. 
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Task 6: Dealing with a difficult situation 
As everyday life is full of problems and difficult choices, sometimes we are given two options to deal 

with a situation and we are bound to choose one of them. However, we should be able to justify 

ourselves. This is what task 6 is about. 

When explaining yourself to someone, probably a friend, a colleague, or a family member, try not to 

make them angry. In other words, you have to keep a friendly rational tone when speaking. 

At the preparation stage, choose whatever choice you feel you can justify easily. Write bullet points 

of at least three strong reasons to support your choice. Remember to keep it simple. 

Try to organize your justifications logically. You can even imagine additional scenarios to justify your 

reasons and present them in a well-mannered and yet certain way. 

Task 7: Expressing opinions 
Here, you are required to give your opinion about a social issue related to Canadian contexts. You 

are advised to provide logical reasons so that the listener can follow your line of arguments. 

Once again, don’t spend too much time thinking whether to agree or disagree with the statement 

as there is no correct or incorrect answer. When preparing, use your time to think of ideas to 

support your stand instead. Try to provide strong reasons and present them in a logical orderly 

manner. 

When speaking, start your response by clearly stating that you agree or disagree with the 

statement. You can use phrases like “I strongly believe that…” “In my opinion, I think…” 

“Personally speaking, I think…” After that, present your reasonable arguments by using some 

linking words, such as “first, second, moreover, besides, furthermore, finally” Try to leave 10 

seconds at the end to restate your opinion again. “That’s why I think that….” “For these reasons, I 

think that …” “That’s mainly why I think…” 

Task 8: Describing an unusual situation 
At this stage, you are asked to describe a strange picture to a friend or a family member, usually 

over the phone. Therefore, make sure to fully grasp the situation from the prompt. Write down 

some notes about some details to talk about when analyzing the picture. It is probably the most 

challenging task in the speaking section as you are required to give specific and precise details of 

a strange picture, which some non-native speaker might not be comfortable with. However, if you 

can’t do that, you can still convey your meaning by using simple words. 

While speaking, don’t spend too much time talking about the situation behind the picture. “It’s my 

parents wedding anniversary and I’m thinking of buying them something. They have always been 

talking about buying a bed of this sort…” These types of responses would definitely affect your 

score. Get to the descriptive process as quickly as possible. You should spend most of the time 

describing the size, shape, color, qualities, and strange features instead of talking about occasion. 
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