
 

CLB SCORING DESCRIPTORS FOR WRITING TASKS 

The official CLB scoring descriptors evaluate writing responses based on four key categories. CELPIP 
Raters consider how well all categories work together to achieve an effective and coherent response. A 
higher CLB level is characterized by clarity, precision, variety, and sophistication across all categories. 

1. Content/Coherence 

• CLB 4-6: Ideas are simple, relevant, but may lack depth or clarity. Organization is basic, and the 
message may require effort to understand. 

• CLB 7-8: Ideas are clear, relevant, and supported with some detail. Organization is logical, with 
adequate transitions between ideas. 

• CLB 9-10: Ideas are well-developed, detailed, and consistently relevant. Organization is 
seamless, with clear connections and transitions that enhance the flow of the response. 

• CLB 11-12: Ideas are exceptionally clear, insightful, and rich in detail. Organization is highly 
sophisticated, supporting the clarity and impact of the message. 

2. Vocabulary 

• CLB 4-6: Vocabulary is limited and repetitive but sufficient for basic communication. Errors in 
word choice may obscure meaning. 

• CLB 7-8: Vocabulary is appropriate and varied, but occasional awkward or imprecise word 
choices may occur. Attempts to use less common words are evident. 

• CLB 9-10: Vocabulary is precise, varied, and well-suited to the context. Errors are rare, and 
complex word usage is consistently effective. 

• CLB 11-12: Vocabulary is advanced, precise, and sophisticated. Word choice enhances meaning 
and demonstrates mastery. 

3. Readability (Grammar, Sentence Structure, Spelling, and Punctuation) 

• CLB 4-6: Sentences are simple, with frequent errors that may interfere with meaning. 
Punctuation and spelling are inconsistent. 

• CLB 7-8: Sentences are varied and generally correct, but occasional errors in grammar, spelling, 
or punctuation may occur. These do not interfere significantly with comprehension. 

• CLB 9-10: Sentences are complex, accurate, and varied. Errors, if present, are minor and do not 
distract from the message. 

• CLB 11-12: Sentences are highly accurate, sophisticated, and diverse. Grammar, spelling, and 
punctuation are virtually flawless. 

4. Task Fulfillment 

• CLB 4-6: The response partially addresses the task requirements. Word count is minimal, and 
the message may lack focus or development. 

• CLB 7-8: The response addresses the task requirements effectively, meeting the word count and 
including relevant content. Some areas may lack detail or development. 

• CLB 9-10: The response fully addresses the task requirements with detailed, relevant, and well-
supported ideas. The tone and style are appropriate for the purpose. 

• CLB 11-12: The response exceeds task requirements, demonstrating a high level of insight, 
creativity, and detail. The tone and style enhance the effectiveness of the communication. 


